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I t is an incredible privilege to serve our 
movement as Director of Ministries as 

we follow Jesus together. This is my sixth 
year in the role in SA, and third year with 
our merged movement in the Territory. 
God is at work across our movement in 
all kinds of ways, bringing people to  
saving faith in Jesus, growing us in His 
image, calling us to step out in His  
mission in new ways, and drawing us 
together as communities. 
 
I love the opportunity Belonging People 
brings to read just some of these kinds 
of stories across the NT. We are so 
grateful to Andrea Adams for her faithful 
stewardship of this publication. I’d also 
love to chat with you or your church any 
time and hear more! 

Our BCSANT Support Team based in  
Adelaide prays for all of our churches 
each week. In our new office space, we 
have a large map of SA and NT in our 
prayer room so we can visualise the  
location of each church. In 2026, the 
team has decided to also focus on one 
specific church each day in prayer. 

Look out for an email from Jenny 
throughout the year asking how we can 
best be praying for you, or please reach 
out and let us know if you have any  
particular requests. 
If you have people in your church who 
are exploring theological education, 
we’d love to connect with and support 
them if we can. BCSANT now has various 
partnerships with Tabor, Morling,  
Whitley, and Bible College SA which can  
include various levels of study, online or 
in person.  
 
And we are absolutely delighted to be 
joining with our national movement, 
Australian Baptist Ministries, in a  
formal partnership with Nungalinya 
College for the first time in 2026, 
providing financial support specifically 
for indigenous teachers. We pray this 
will increase the opportunities for  
leaders from our remote Baptist  
churches to study at Nungalinya. 
 
I am really looking forward to being in 
Darwin in May for our Indigenous Lead-
ers Gathering,  20th-22nd,Baptist Family 
Gathering, 22nd-23rdand Assembly ,23rd. I 
hope to see many of you then for some 
great times of fellowship, shared  
learning, and continued storytelling. 
Blessings, 
Melinda 
 
Rev Dr Melinda Cousins 
BCSANT Director of Ministries 

 Greetings from the DOM! 
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L ife can get very tough! Some of my 
friends now tell me they have 

stopped watching the news because it is 
all too overwhelming. For so many of 
our Indigenous brothers and sisters it 
has been more than tough for a 
very long  time. How can we cope?  
 
 
I have been reading through the book of 
Isaiah lately. Chapter after chapter 
makes it clear that God is still in charge. 
So much may seem out of control, or 
tragically getting worse, but the  
unchanging God isn't going anywhere.  
He is still here, right here, right now, 
with us, for us, behind us, ahead of us, 
sovereign, almighty, ready. We don't 
have all the answers but God does.  
He will make a way where there seems 
to be no way. Isaiah 12:2 says, 
'Surely God is my salvation; I will trust 
and not be afraid.’ Isaiah 30:18 says, 
'Blessed are all who wait for Him.' 
 
 
The evil one seeks to distract, deceive 
and discourage us. How we need to 
guard our focus. How we need to keep 
our eyes forward and upward to our 
God. How we need to keep our ears 
open to His Spirit's voice. 
 
 

 
Why is the church growing so fast in Iran 
where it is so persecuted? I am humbled 
by the resilience of the Ukrainians in 
their suffering. I am inspired by the 
prayerfulness and perseverance of my 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous friends 
dealing with tough stuff.  
 
I love the quote on the wall at the  
Adelaide airport. 'When everything 
seems to be going against you,  
remember that the airplane takes off 
against the wind, not with it.’ 
 
Let us keep kneeling, sitting, standing, 
walking together, alongside each other, 
every day, everywhere. 
 
Danny Hunt 
Outback Team  
Baptist Mission Australia 

      A Word In Season…… 

     Keeping our eyes FORWARD and UPWARD 
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F or 2 weeks in January, a small team 

of 9 people from Darwin Baptist 

had the privilege of travelling to  

Cambodia, and ministering alongside 

Rob and Deb Griffith and other members 

of the Baptist Mission Australia (BMA) 

team — not so much as a traditional 

“mission trip” defined by tasks and  

projects, but as an experience of coming 

alongside people and witnessing what 

God is already doing. 

From the outset, the aim was relational. 

Rather than arriving with answers or 

agendas, the team sought to listen, learn 

language and culture, and build genuine 

connections with local believers and 

communities. This posture echoed 

Paul’s approach in Acts 17—observing 

the culture, recognising where God was  

already at work, and gently pointing 

people to Jesus with humility and  

respect.  

It was deeply encouraging to see how 

BMA lives this out daily, walking along-

side people and speaking the hope of 

Christ into their context. 

 

 

 

This approach was just as encouraging 

for the team from Darwin as it was for 

those on the ground. In moments of 

weakness, cultural unfamiliarity, and 

uncertainty, God’s promise in  

2 Corinthians 12:9 rang true: “My grace 

is sufficient for you, for my power 

is made perfect in weakness.”  

 

The team experienced firsthand that 

God does not wait for perfect people—

He works powerfully through willing 

hearts. 

Despite Cambodia’s painful history,  

including the lasting scars of the Khmer 

Rouge, the light of Christ continues to 

shine.  

. 

Seeing God at Work in 

Cambodia with the 

DBC Team  
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Stories were shared of individuals  

coming to faith, being discipled, and see-

ing whole families transformed—

powerful reminders that darkness does 

not overcome the light (John 1:5). 

 

The encouragement flowed both ways.  

The presence of believers from Australia 

affirmed and strengthened local leaders, 

while the faith,  

humility, and  

perseverance of the 

BMA team and the  

Cambodian church 

deeply impacted the 

visiting team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is at work in  

Cambodia—patiently,  

relationally, and  

powerfully—through BMA 

and His people. 

May this be an encourage-

ment to churches here, as 

together we pray, support, 

and rejoice in what God is 

doing for His Kingdom, 

near and far. 

 

Special thanks to Rob and Deb, their 

team in Cambodia, and also to Nathan 

Reid and Lisa Cornish (BMA in Australia) 

for their assistance in getting the team 

prepared prior to them travelling 

 

Ox Roberts 
Lead Pastor 
Darwin Baptist 
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L ynette Tasman is a Warlpiri woman 

and has been a  leader at Lajamanu 

Baptist Church for many years. She is  

active in leading community Bible  

studies, ceremonies, and prayer  

gatherings. Balancing family and cultural  

responsibilities, Lynette leads with  

humility and quiet grace.  

 

In late 2025, Lynette was commissioned 

as a part-time member of the Baptist 

Mission Australia Outback Team to help 

the team be more culturally-informed.  

  

 

Lynette regularly leads Sunday praise 

and worship at Lajamanu church with 

Annette and others.  

In 2024, she commenced a Certificate 2 

in Ministry and Theology at Nungalinya 

College in Darwin to further her pastoral 

skills. 

A number of men and women from the 

Lajamanu church, including Lynette, are 

also involved in broader social initiatives 

with Channels of Hope*, using culture 

and faith to address domestic violence . 

A weekly Women’s Bible Study using 

Channels of Hope material is also led by 

Lynette and other women.  

 

    Leading at Lajamanu Church 

Lynette Tasman, Mary Lewis and 

Annette Patrick lead worship. 
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PLEASE PRAY: 

For Lynette and all the leaders at 
Lajamanu Church 
 
For Warlpiri elder and Pastor:  
Jerry Jangala  
 
For the Lajamanu community  
especially the young people and 
children. 

*Channels of Hope Gender is a World Vision  
faith-based program designed to transform 
harmful gender norms, reduce gender-based 
violence , and promote equality by engaging 

faith leaders and communities.  

https://www.wvi.org/publications/faith-and-development/channels-hope-gender-overview
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B ack in 2022, there were very few 

children attending Katherine  

Baptist Church. Now our prayers for 

families to come have been answered. 

It is a joy to hear the children’s voices 

in our Worship Services. We are also 

awaiting the arrival of at least 2 babies 

this year. God is so good! 

 

Jesus has always had a special place in 

His heart for children. At that time the 

disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who 

is the greatest in the kingdom of  

heaven?” And calling to him a child, he 

put him in the midst of them and said, 

“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn 

and become like children, you will nev-

er enter the kingdom of heaven. Who-

ever humbles himself like this child is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

(Matthew 18:1-4) 

 

The focus here is humility. Rather than 

being the greatest, Jesus is command-

ing us to be humble, taking on the 

status of a little child. 

 

 

 

 

When Jesus was teaching, some  

mothers tried to bring their children to 

Him to bless them. 

Jesus’ disciples tried to stop them 

from getting close to Jesus. When  

Jesus saw what was happening, He 

said: 

“Let the children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for to such belongs 

the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to 

you, whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God like a child shall not 

enter it. (Luke 18:16-17) 

 

Jesus is commanding us to receive the 

kingdom of God as a little child does. 

 

Katherine Baptist Church had the  

privilege of organising the Mataranka 

Christmas Carols Service last year. One 

of the highlights of the night was the 

performance of the Turner family. The 

two older Turner children, Theo and 

Charlotte, joined with their parents in  

singing two songs: Away in a Manger 

and Jesus, Strong and Kind. It was a joy 

to see these children praising God. 

 

 
Children are a Blessing from God 

Katherine Baptist Church 
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Jesus acknowledged the praises of 

children. ‘But when the chief priests 

and the scribes saw the wonderful 

things that he did, and the children 

crying out in the temple, “Hosanna 

to the Son of David!” they were  

indignant, and they said to him,  

“Do you hear what these are  

saying?  ” And Jesus said to them,  

“Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of 

the mouth of infants and nursing 

babies you have prepared 

praise’?” (Matthew 21:15-16) 

Children are certainly a blessing 

from God, and we can learn much 

from their example. 

 

Kevin and Christina Young 

Katherine Baptist Church 

BELONGING PEOPLE  ONLINE 

This issue of Belonging People can be found, with previous issues, on the 

BCSANT  website at https://bcsant.org.au/belonging-people/ 

Ryan & Samantha Turner with their  
children, Theo, Charlotte & Josiah  at the 
Mataranka Christmas Carols Service. 

https://bcsant.org.au/belonging-people/
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Leaders Achieving at Nungalinya  

Congratulations to two Indigenous Church Leaders who received awards in 

November after completing further studies at Nungalinya. 

Jerry Rice (Ali Curung) was awarded Certificate 2 in English as an Additional 

Language. Jerry and his wife, Arana are leaders in the Ali Curung Church.  

Nungalinya Principal, Yane Damanik, Outback Team Leader, Mat Anderson 

and Nungalinya staff showed their support.  
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Continuing  

Students at  

Nungalinya  

 

Judith Donald 

Annette Berd  

(Kalkarindji) 

 

with  

Andrea Adams 

George Edwards of Kalkarindji was awarded Pre-Certificate 1 in English as an 

Additional Language. Also pictured are Nungalinya Principal and  

Staff members as well as Mat Anderson who prayed for George.  
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S unday, 25 January was a wonderful 
and joy-filled moment in the life of 

Darwin Baptist Church, as five people 
chose to be baptised—publicly declar-
ing their faith in Jesus. It was truly  
exciting to witness Jeanne, Madeline, 
Tiarni, CJ and Tony take this significant 
step, each sharing their desire to 
be fair dinkum about living their lives 
for Christ. 
 
What made the moment even more 
special was the diversity represented. 
Those baptised ranged in age from 18 
years old through to mid-80s, and was a 
powerful reminder that God is at work 
in every season of life.  
 
Each person’s story was different, yet all 
shared the same heartbeat: a  
commitment to follow Jesus whole-
heartedly. 
 
 

Baptism is a visible sign of an inward 

change, and on this Sunday, the church 

was encouraged and strengthened as 

we celebrated God’s grace at work 

among us. What a privilege to rejoice 

together in five lives declaring,  

“I belong to Jesus.” 

 
Ox Roberts, Lead Pastor, DBC  

A Joyful Celebration of Faith  
at Darwin Baptist Church 
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I n  November 2025, we  learned of the 
passing of a dear Territory friend and 
missionary, Verl Jordan, wife of Rev. 
Ivan Jordan. Growing up in Yolla,  
Tasmania, Verl trained as a teacher  
before studying at  Bible College.  
Following their marriage and a pastorate 
in NSW, Ivan and Verl followed the call 
to serve with the Australian Baptist  
Missionary Society, at Lajamanu, on the 
edge of the Tanami Desert, with the 
Warlpiri people.  
 
With five year old twins, Geoff and John, 
and nine week old baby , Joy, the family 
moved for what was meant to be two 
years.....but ended up being thirty one! 
Working with the community, they  
encouraged an indigenous approach to 
church organisation and leadership. 
As well as family responsibilities, Verl  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
worked with the local Warlpiri women, 
teaching literacy and leadership. She 
was also the agent for Connair, the air-
line that serviced remote communities, 
and was the local Bank agent for 14 
years. When the children eventually 
went to boarding School in Bendigo for 
their secondary education, Verl wrote to 
each one faithfully each week as well as 
making a weekly phone call. 
 
Following several years ministering in 
Victoria, 1989 saw Verl and Ivan back in 
the NT , this time at Yuendumu. Verl 
built close relationships with Warlpiri 

women and non- indigenous 
women and was especially loved 
by the older Warlpiri women.  
 
Ivan and Verl were regulars at 
the annual NT Baptist  
Assemblies, travelling the long  
distance to whichever town or 
community these were held and 
sharing their wisdom and  
insights. 
 
Continued on page 20 

 
 

Giving thanks for  
Verl Jordan  

 



14 

 

Cornerstone Sharing  
God’s Message of Life 

 

Our Purpose 
2026 has arrived and we are off to a 
great start to the year! Our purpose 
remains the same, “To Share Gods  
message of life wherever we are”.  
As we gather together on Sunday, meet 
at Connect groups and walk out our day 
to day together, we are seeing God 
move in connection and fellowship, but 
ultimately move in the hearts of our 
congregation.  
 

Discipling Families 
Over the last few months we have seen 
an increase of young families new to 
faith start attending. With this, the  
excitement of young children and new 
faith has sparked a need and interest to 
schedule water baptisms, revisit new 
believers courses and hold membership 
info sessions. We are excited to see 
Gods Kingdom growing. Discipleship is 
our focus for these young families.  
 

 

Children’s Ministry 
Our Children’s Ministry has been a  
constant place of love and nurturing for 
many years. Judith O’Hearn has  
recently stepped down from leading 
this ministry, with Sarah Fuller taking up 
the position as coordinator. We thank  
Judith for her years of service and  
commitment to growing our kids at 
Cornerstone. We are excited to see  
Sarah step into this role and welcome 
her with anticipation.  

 
Women’s High Tea  
In February our team held a High Tea 
for the ladies in our congregation. The 
afternoon was jam packed, full of  
delicious food, testimonies, fellowship 
and a whole lot of fun! Some highlights 
included finding our new sister in Christ 
for the year and having a good laugh 
while attempting to line dance  
together!! The afternoon was  
memorable and an absolute blessing. 
We look forward to seeing how these 
events will continue and grow through-
out the year. Thanks to Jeanette and 
Tania for taking time to be intentional in 
loving our women at Cornerstone!  
 

Nicole Marsh 
Administrator 
Cornerstone Christian Fellowship 
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A  true supporter of Territory 
Baptist and remote pastors 

passed into the presence of his 
Lord and Saviour in September 
2025.  
 
Geoff Rowse came from a  
country upbringing and  
identified  with pastors in  
remote areas.  He was ordained in 
1974 and pastored in Baptist 
churches in Victoria for over 45 
years. 
 
While working with the Baptist Union of 
Victoria as an adviser to churches, in 
about 1995, Geoff offered to support the 
Remote Baptist churches and be  
involved in the planning and running of 
the regular retreats.  He enjoyed  
connecting with these pastors and 
church leaders and attended a number 
of conferences in several states, over the 
next few years.  
In the NT, we remember Geoff’s  
encouraging visits with his wife Jenny, to  
three Remote Area Conferences held at 
Batchelor in the 90s and early 2000s.  
 
During his 50 years of ministry, Geoff 
enjoyed caring for his fellow pastors and 
even in his retirement was part of the 
pastoral care group in Victoria, caring  
for retired pastors up until his illness  
last year. 

 

 
 
Geoff had a great love for missions and 
developed a missionary interest in each 
of his congregations as well as taking 
several teams to Thailand and  
Cambodia.  
He was active in the church life at North 
Balwyn (Vic) up until May last year when 
he preached his last sermon on  Partners 
in Mission for May Mission Month. Geoff 
passed away in September after a short 

illness at the age of 81 years. 
 
We give thanks to God for Geoff’s  
faithful and fruitful ministry, and for the 
many lives that were touched by his  
gentle and encouraging presence.  
Please keep his wife, Jenny, and their 
family in your prayers. 

 
Andrea Adams 

     Geoff Rowse—Encourager and Friend  

Geoff and Jenny Rowse 
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H elen and Gregg  Bisset 
will be  serving with  

Baptist Mission Australia – 
Outback Team in the North-
ern Territory, primarily  
engaging with the  
communities of Murray 
Downs and Ali Curung. 
They  intend to collaborate 
closely with these communi-
ties, working alongside to 
support Indigenous leaders 
and other team members.  
 
Helen brings experience in 
aged care and demonstrates a strong 
interest to engage with children and 
young mothers. Gregg is eager to gain 
deeper insight into local culture and 
community dynamics, with a focus on 
supporting the growth and strengthen-
ing of God’s kingdom in this context by 
coming alongside community leaders. 
They are committed to sharing their  
experiences with the broader Australian 
community to enhance understanding 
and unity, both within Christian circles 
and more broadly. 
  
Gregg has extensive experience as a  
volunteer chaplain in correctional  
facilities, in addition to his work as a 
project manager in agribusiness across 
Australia, including rural and remote 
areas.  

Recently retired, they believe the time is 
now right to serve in this area. 
Married for 45 years, Helen and Gregg 
have four children and thirteen grand-
children. They excel in building relation-
ships and fostering connections in  
regional settings, motivated by their 
dedication to sharing the love of Jesus. 
They are also committed to learning 
from others and promoting  
reconciliation  through understanding at 
both local and national levels, aiming to 
share the peace and joy that comes from 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
  
 Please pray for Gregg and Helen as 
they embark on this new journey of 
serving Jesus in outback NT and  
walking alongside indigenous leaders 
and communities. 

 
Introducing Gregg & Helen 
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W e are gearing up for our return 

to the Northern Territory in 

March. At the same time there has been 

lots happening for our Indigenous 

friends in the remote communities and 

our Outback Team, which keeps us  

connected.  

Gregg and Helen Bisset from SA have 

now officially joined the Outback Team, 

with a focus on Ali Curung and nearby 

Imangara (Murray Downs). This will 

lighten our load and leaves us to  

concentrate primarily on Yuendumu 

and Willowra.  

Lynette Tasman, an esteemed Warlpiri 

leader from Lajamanu, has also just 

joined our team as a cultural advisor. 

We have appreciated her wisdom and 

experience for a long time.   

Our team leader Mat Anderson and his 

family are now based in Darwin.   

This year it is Willowra’s turn to host  

the very significant combined Easter  

celebrations.  

It involves important reconnecting and 

extended worship times from Friday 

night to Sunday afternoon, lots of  

individual musical items and sharing, 

and often an intensely moving  purlapa 

(corroboree) telling the Easter story, a 

huge open community BBQ, sleeping 

under the stars on Saturday night to rise 

at dawn on Easter Day, teaching, child 

dedications and baptisms. 

 PRAY for Beth as she takes steps 

to start Religious Education at 

the Yuendumu school.  

 PRAY for the Willowra believers 

facilitating Easter celebrations, 

and its wider witness.  

Danny and Beth Hunt 
Outback Team  
Baptist Mission Australia 
 

Danny & Beth Return 
 to the NT in March 



18 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

It’s been a while  since  
Casuarina Baptist Church has 
seen so many new babies 
born to our families  
What a delight to welcome 
not  one , but THREE precious  
newborns  to our Church  
Family between November ‘25 
and January ‘26.  

Above: Kirk and Susannah 

and big brother, Micah, 

were blessed with baby 

Simon in November. 

 

Right:  In December,  

Keona Ivy Lin was born to 

Kee Doh and Iney.  

Thanks be to God. 

Baby Blessings at Casuarina  
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Infant Dedication 

Little Bernice  Anna was dedicated 
to the Lord by Pastor Mal in  
February. (below) 
Bernice was born in June 2025.  
Mangala and Sylvie are her proud 
parents and Vam, Kenny and Liam 
are her loving brothers 

Priscilla and Julian 

joyfully welcomed 

Valerie Rachel Lorna 

in January.  

A PRAYER  

“Lord, thank you for the 

blessing of these new lives. We pray 

that You place a shield of protection 

around them and guide them as they 

grow. Please grant the new parents 

wisdom, patience, and strength during 

these early, tiring days. Fill their home 

with peace, joy, and love as they  

adjust to their new life together. May 

these families feel Your presence and 

be blessed with health and happiness.     

Amen."   
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Missions Interlink Off to A Good Start 

S o much has been happening for 
Missions Interlink this year already. 

The MI Transition Training for Remote 
Indigenous Ministries (T-TRIM) course 
was held at Nungalinya College for a 
week in January with about 20  
attending. 
It was great to have participants from 

several different denominations, along 

with non-denominational missions.  

The second half of the course will be 

run at the end of September.  

One participant said: 'T-TRIM has been 

really helpful to consolidate and delve 

into various aspects of Indigenous  

culture. The breadth and depth of the 

facilitators’ experience is extraordinary 

and hearing so many first hand stories 

and examples and working through  

scenarios has been very helpful.' 

 

Rachel Borneman 

MI NT Ministry Leader 

nt@missionsinterlink.org.au 
 

‘Remembering Verl Jordan’ continued  
 
On Australia Day 2011,Verl and Ivan 
were honoured with the Order of  
Australia for service to the indigenous 
community of the NT and to  ABMS. 
 
After moving to Penguin, Tasmania, in 
2019, Verl suffered a stroke from which 
she never fully recovered. She passed 
away with Ivan faithfully by her side, on 
November 20th  2025. 

. 
Verl Jordan lived a full life.  
A life of faith, of prayer, of love and 
care, and of service. 
Verl  is missed and remembered  by 
many in the NT. 
Our prayerful condolences go to Ivan 
and all Verl’s family.  
 
Andrea Adams  
With Thanks to Tasmanian Baptist  
‘Recharge’.  
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Recommended  

Reading! 

Jump and Spirit tell stories from two 
decades of living in animistic Africa, 
amongst the Yawo people of Malawi. 
Melanie and her Australian family  
unpack their spiritual journey of faith, 
courage, heartache and hope. 

Book Orders: 
meltimdownes@gmail.com 
or Facebook Messenger (Melanie 
Downes)  
Cost $20 plus postage 
Account Details will be sent when an 
order is received. 

Tim and Melanie Downes have been 
faithfully serving among the Yawo of 
Malawi since 2008. They share God’s 
Word, equip local faith leaders,  
facilitate an adult education program 
and journey alongside Yawo friends 
and neighbours. 

About the Author 
Melanie Downes is a passionate  
follower of Jesus, dedicated to learn-
ing more about her spiritual journey 
through faith.  Formerly a Health and 
Physical Education Teacher and part-
ner in a successful building business in 
Queensland, Melanie now lives in  
Malawi, Africa amongst the Yawo as a  
cross-cultural worker with Baptist  
Mission Australia.  
 
Melanie is the daughter-in-law of  
Barry and Lois Downes, former long- 
term missionaries in Qld and NT with 
AIM and BMA. 
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I t is unfortunately true that for a 
lot of the modern Church’s history 

we have been less than great at 
dealing with those who seek to use 
the Church’s good name to facilitate 
their own access to vulnerable  
people for unholy purposes. 
 
These things have changed, and 
while we are still occasionally faced 
with the consequences of failure to 
keep people safe in the past – it is up 
to all of us to ensure these failings 
do not persist into the future. 
 
Baptist Churches in the NT (and SA) 
have long been well served by “Child 
Protection Solutions – Australia”  
an organisation who have provided 
both training to prevent, and  
wisdom to deal with these issues.  
In recognition of this best practice,  
a Child Protection Solutions  
introductory level Offender  
Awareness presentation is now  
being made available by BIS to  
Baptist Churches all around Australia 
through the Member Portal on our 
website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This presentation is not a replace-
ment for state and territory based 
mandatory reporting training.  
Rather, it introduces the different 
types of offenders and how they 
think, operate, target and groom.  
 
This presentation is valuable for 
Churches, Organisations, Parents 
and Grand-Parents as it provides 
insights and awareness designed  
to as far as possible keep our  
churches and children safe. 
Please consider making yourself 
aware. 
 
Your Church office should have the 
login credentials for the Member 
Portal, where you can view this 30 
minute video in the “Presentations” 
section. Please contact me directly if 
you can’t find the login details. 
 
 
Glen Thornley 
 
BIS State Insurance Manager SA & NT 
0412 055 832 
glen.thornley@baptistinsurance.com.au 
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What’s love look like? 

W e love because God first loved us 

(1 John 4:19). But what does that 

look like, how do we live that out as 

people who long to show God’s love to 

the people around us? 

Join with Baptist Mission Australia in 
2026 as we ask the question, “What’s 
love look like?” During May Mission 
Month (or whenever you choose to 
celebrate and focus on mission in your 
church) we will look at this question 
through four themes: 
 
Living as Imitators (1 John 4:11-12,16; 
Philippians 2:1-11) 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to 

imitate God’s loving heart. We are called 

to imitate the loving ways of Jesus.   

 
Living as Beautifiers (Psalm 19:1-6; Acts 
2:42-47; John 5:1-20) 
We’re invited to live as beautifiers – 
modelling the beauty of God’s love every 
day, in every place.   
 
Living as Inbetweeners (Luke 4:14-21; 
Revelation 21:5) 
We live as in-betweeners challenging 
brokenness and injustice, recognising 
God’s love as robust and active, engaging 
in the messiness of the world, joining in 
God’s loving, restorative vision.  
 

Living as Collaborators (1 John 4:11-
12, Matthew 4:18-22, Acts 2: 42-27, 1 
Corinthians 12 – 13)   We’re invited to 
partner with God and others in bringing 
God’s love to life in local communities 
across the street and around the world.  
 

Check our website for resources to bless 
the whole church family: https://
baptistmissionaustralia.org/resource/
may-mission-month/whats-love-look-
like/ 

At the heart of mission is God’s love. A 
God who loves all people – everyday in 
every place! We are invited to bring this 
love to life, across the street and around 
the world, partnering with others to 
bring God’s love to life every day in every 
place - in our local communities and 
across the world. We’re invited to  
collaborate with others – like Baptist 
Mission Australia – as we ensure people 
across the world can experience God’s 
transforming love 
by word and 
deed.  
  
 Lisa Cornish 
State Director  

SA/NT 

Baptist Mission 

Australia 
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