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 Children and Youth Programs   

 Celebration Evenings 

  Bible and Artworks for Sale 

 Music and Art Workshops 

More information available on KCC’s website  www.kathcc.org   

Email: christianconventionkatherine@gmail.com 

From  ‘Transitions’ p 3 

VENUE: KATHERINE SHOWGROUNDS 
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I ’ve been thinking a lot about  

transitions lately – and there are good 

reasons for doing so.  Some, as indicated 

elsewhere in this issue of Belonging  

People, are personal.  Our church,  

Darwin Baptist Church, is also in  

transition with changes to our pastoral 

and administration teams.  Some new 

staff members have been welcomed and 

there are the typical movements of  

people in and out of Darwin for this time 

of year.   A lot of change is taking place. 

 

As a family of churches, we have also 

experienced significant change.  The 

Baptist Union of the Northern Territory 

ceases to exist as an entity,  

amalgamating with South Australia to 

become part of the newly formed Bap-

tist Churches of SA & NT.  We are in 

transition. 

 

Author William Bridges, in a book titled 

“Transitions – Making Sense of Life’s 

Changes”, helps us to understand the 

process.  See the diagram opposite. 

Transitions begin with an ending and 

that may be a time of mixed emotions.  

Then, there may be a period of time 

where we feel a bit lost – beginning to 

accommodate changes.  Eventually we 

emerge to a new beginning.   

 

 

It is important for all of us as believers to 

recognise that God is present through-

out the process.  None of our circum-

stances have taken Him by surprise.   

The One who promises “I will never 

leave you or forsake you” hasn’t  

suddenly changed His mind.  The Good 

Shepherd still leads in right paths and as 

needed, gives opportunity to rest in 

green pastures and enjoy cool refreshing 

water.   

His goodness and mercy continue as 

gifts to us and yes, ultimately the  

promise is for us … we will dwell in the 

house of the Lord forever.  The point is 

He remains Lord and it doesn’t depend 

on our circumstances. He is Lord over 

our transitions.  Praise God! 

 
Mal Sercombe 
Senior Pastor 
Darwin Baptist Church 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Transitions 
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M al Sercombe, Senior Pastor at 

Darwin Baptist Church, for the 

past 22  years, was recognised,  

appreciated and thanked for his servant-

hearted ministry in a Service of Thanks-

giving and Recognition on the afternoon 

of 26 November 2023. Friends from Dar-

win Baptist, other churches and from 

interstate filled the church for a joyful 

celebration and to share in afternoon 

tea and fellowship. 

Several leaders and members spoke of 

the impact Mal has had on them person-

ally as Pastor and friend. Pastor Toni 

Rehrmann said Mal has always modelled 

‘servant-hearted leadership and has led 

the church with discretion through times 

of great challenge’. 

Mal’s wife, Ellen was recognised and 

thanked for her faithful support, side by 

side, with Mal in hospitality and making 

others feel valued as well as for her roles 

on the Welcoming Team and in Marriage 

Preparation courses.  

Mal and Ellen were then joined on stage 

by their Darwin children and grandchil-

dren. Friends were invited forward to lay 

hands on Mal and Ellen and pray for 

them.  

As well as pastoring Darwin Baptist 

Church for several decades, Mal has 

filled many other roles, serving on the 

BUNT Board from 2001 to 2019 and on 

the recent Amalgamation Task Force 

that saw the merger of BUNT and BCSA.  

Thanksgiving, Recognition and Ordination of  

Mal Sercombe  
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Mal was a pioneer of Baptist Care NT 

and Foundation Chair for the first five 

years. During his ministry he has con-

ducted 27 funerals and 42 weddings!  

Most importantly, said one speaker, ‘he 

has modelled Jesus to us as a church and 

community’. 

To cap off this memorable occasion, Mal 

was ordained as a minister of the Baptist 

Churches of NT by Director of Ministries, 

Rev Mike Mills who had the final words 

in his prayer for Mal and Ellen.  

“May God bless you in the next chapter 

of your life….Lord give them youthful 

energy as they embark on the next 

stage. 

Let us live the truth 

Let us be the truth 

Let us speak the truth in Love.” 

The service of ordination ended with the 

singing of ‘Jesus at the Centre of it All’.  

Andrea Adams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top L : Mal and Ellen and family 

Top R: Mal and Neil Wright 

Middle: Mike and Sue Mills (S.A.) 

Bottom: Mike Mills ordains Mal 
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Dot Meakins has worn many hats in 

her quarter of a century at Darwin 

Baptist Church.  

Dot and husband, Greg were thanked 

and farewelled in a meaningful  

celebration last November on the same 

afternoon as Pastor Mal Sercombe was 

also acknowledged.  

 

For 25 years Dot has served as Worship 

Leader using her God-given talents of 

music , both vocal and keyboard, to lead 

the musicians and singers, often in inno-

vative paths. Her musicianship has also 

been appreciated in her leading of   

worship at the NT Baptist Women’s 

Conferences in past  years.  

 

 

 

 

Dot’s faithfulness and wisdom as an 

Elder at DBC for 23 years has been  

valued. To top it all off, she has also 

served as the reliable and cheerful DBC 

Office Administrator for 14 years.  

In recognising Dot’s long and devoted 

service in so many areas of the life of 

the Church, Pastor Toni Rehrmann  

noted that Dot has the Gift of Wisdom.  

 

Greg Meakins was thanked also and his 

growth in the Lord acknowledged.  

His baptism at Riyala some years ago 

was a standout memory for Toni. His 

support of Dot in her many roles over 

their years at DBC has been marvellous. 

 The Church Family prays God’s  

blessings on Dot and Greg in the next 

phase of their life.  

                                   Andrea Adams 

  

 The Many Hats of Dot Meakins 

Dot and Greg  
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Channels of Hope is a World Vision 
program that creates a safe space for 
faith leaders and their communities to 
respond to core health-related issues 
affecting their communities.   
 
In November last year a team from the 
Northern Territory travelled to Hobart to 
attend and present at the Channels of 
Hope STOP Domestic Violence Confer-
ence, where they spent three days 
learning from and sharing with kardiya 
and yapa ways to stop family violence.  
 
Coming from Lajamanu were Lynette 
Tasman, Mary Lewis, Dalveon Donnelly, 
Patsy Herbert and Gerald Watson. 
Amanda Merrett from Alice Springs, the 
Project Manager for Channels of Hope 
for Gender, accompanied them. 
 
Information provided by Lynette  
Tasman and Amanda Merrett 

Amanda and Lynette co-presented at a 
workshop at the conference. They spoke 
about how Warlpiri culture and faith can 
be used to address harmful attitudes 
and norms that perpetuate family  
violence. They showed photos of the 
different activities they have undertaken 
on community, and talked about going 
out on Country to have strong  
conversations.  
 
They met lots of other people including 
some from Nyirrpi and Willowra who are 
also working on family violence – “this 
was really good for us – it reminded us 
that we are not alone.” 
They also had some time to go sight-
seeing and braved the cold winds on top 
of Mount Wellington.  
 
Please pray for all those  who are  
actively seeking to bring God’s Peace  
to family relationships in communities. 

Lajamanu Team visit Hobart  

with  Channels of Hope 
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Cornerstone Play  

It has been a blessing over the past 

year to attend the wonderful Mainly 

Music sessions at Cornerstone Christian 

Fellowship, run by 

Sarah Fuller and team. 

It began as an out-

reach to families in 

Palmerston and How-

ard Springs and saw a 

number of parents 

with young children 

attending.  

As we look to 2024 we are excited 

about the opportunity to continue  

connecting with our community and 

providing a meeting place for families 

to gather and be together.  

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst Mainly Music sessions will not 

be continuing this year, we will be run-

ning a playgroup called ‘Cornerstone 

Play’. Whilst our hope is to be a great 

place for children to learn, develop and 

make friends, our focus is also 

on connecting and supporting 

families, especially mums in our 

community. Many have partners 

that work away for periods of 

time and are often doing the 

work of parenting and running a 

household alone. Our heart is to 

encourage and support them in 

their day to day. We want to be an  

example of Christ in how we love and 

embrace our community and this is one 

way we can practically be His hands 

and feet.  

Ashlee Zajc 

 

 

 

 

BELONGING PEOPLE  ONLINE 

This issue of Belonging People, as well as past issues, can be found on 

the BUNT website. www.ntbaptist.org.au/belonging people/ 

Loving their Community at Cornerstone  
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Cornerstone Food for Life  

Food for Life continues to be a thriving 

Ministry and service in our community. 

We are seeing and supporting over 30 

customers each week. Food for Life is a 

busy and sociable place for many to 

come and gather with friends, whilst 

doing their shopping at the same time. 

When you walk through the room you 

can see and hear connections and 

friendships being formed. The team 

have, and continue to work hard at 

building relationships with customers, 

and have been able to pray and support 

many through challenging seasons of 

life.   

Nicole Marsh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food for Life Shop and Café 

at Cornerstone  
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D anny and Beth Hunt serve with 

Baptist Mission Australia in the 

remote southern communities of the NT 

for part of each year. Having been home 

for the summer they are gearing up to 

return to the NT in March.  

There have been lots of phone calls from 
leaders and others in remote  
communities, 
 
Some of the Yuendumu church leaders 
have lately been coping better. 
 
A new Genesis teaching series has 
started in Yuendumu 
 
Several new Kardiya workers have 
begun employment in Yuendumu. 
 
The Hunts have many speaking  
opportunities coming up to share 
about their work in the NT.  

 

 
 

  Danny and Beth Hunt Head back to Yuendumu 

PLEASE PRAY 

PRAY for deepening relationships 

and impact to bear fruit that will 

last. 

PRAY for someone full or part-

time to join us in the remote 

southern communities. 

PRAY for safe travel on the  

outback roads. 
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W e have been working through 

the book of Philippians at  

Kalkarindji Baptist Church and we have 

been reminded and encouraged that this 

good news of Christ's coming to Earth to 

be with us, and to save us, is the news 

we need to live and breathe and share! 

The ladies Bible study meets on 

Wednesdays and we have really enjoyed 

slowly going over the beginnings of this 

wonderful letter.     (See p24 for photo)  

 

I (Shannon), have had the great joy and 

privilege of embarking on my journey 

into chaplaincy. It has been a great  

delight to get to know children in this 

community and to share with them the 

meaning and hope I have in my life. I get 

to hear their struggles and offer them 

comfort and to see their achievements 

and encourage them. We have also been 

able to enjoy God's creation as the rains 

slowly return and the dry brown country 

springs into green life. We also had the 

joy of rest and holidays, and time with 

my parents visiting Australia for the first 

time in five years.  

                            Shannon Anderson  

 

Kalkarindji 

News with Mat 

and Shannon  

Anderson and 

Family  

Please PRAY for strength and resili-

ence for those facing grief and loss.  

PRAY for the young people and their 

families to make wise choices. 

PRAY for safe travels as road travel 

is one of the most dangerous parts 

of remote living. 

PRAISE GOD that the church bus is 

back on the road enabling people to 

attend funerals and provide 

transport between communities. 

PRAISE GOD for repairs to Dagaragu  

Church enabling singalongs to return 

to the community.  
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May is coming up quickly 
and the May Mission Month 
theme this year is Mending! 
  

W e live in a broken,  
troubled world with 

challenges all around us, 
whether across the street, the 
nation or the world. God  
graciously allows us to join him 
in offering healing and shalom 
to our neighbours and to creation. 
  
No matter where we are, or what our 
situation, we can join God in mending his 
beautiful, broken world. We don’t bring 
healing in our strength—we are invited 
to be co-menders with God in Jesus 
Christ, our Healer and Savior. 
 
 
Being a co-mender means sharing God’s 
love and Gospel in compassionate,  
authentic, and relevant ways. It means 
partnering together with each other and 
God, being willing to allow God to use us 
according to the gifts he has given to us 
– sending and being sent, giving and  
receiving, serving together as partners in 
God’s mission. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the Baptist Mission Australia website, 
(https://
www.baptistmissionaustralia.org/Be-
Involved/May-Mission-Month) you will 
find a wealth of resources to use in your 
church, youth group and home groups.  
 
As co-menders in God’s family I  
encourage you to join with Baptist  
Mission Australia throughout May and 
beyond, as we pray and find ways to  
co-mend creatively and distinctively in 
our communities and with those serving 
around the world. Let’s partner together 
as God guides his people forward to his 
opportunities of service. 
 
  
Lisa Cornish  
State Director SA/NT 
Baptist Missions Australia 

https://www.baptistmissionaustralia.org/Be-Involved/May-Mission-Month
https://www.baptistmissionaustralia.org/Be-Involved/May-Mission-Month
https://www.baptistmissionaustralia.org/Be-Involved/May-Mission-Month
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A s we start 2024, it is a privilege to 
formally welcome you as member 

churches of the newly named Baptist 
Churches SA & NT (or BCSANT)! We are 
now officially one association, with 
around 88 member churches from  
Darwin all the way down to Mt Gambier.  
 
As we look forward to working together 
in new ways, I want to acknowledge and 
give thanks for the work that has been 
done in making this new entity a reality. 
In particular, Neil Wright, Mal Good, Mal 
Sercombe and Mike Mills have formed 
part of the joint taskforce working on 
making this happen over the last two 
years with energy, commitment, and 
humility. 

I have the privilege of leading the BCSA 
Support team, who seek to support and 
encourage our churches in various ways. 
We are keen to support you and your 
church however we can and look for-
ward to journeying with you. We know it 
will take some time to get to know us all, 
but I encourage you to please reach out 
with any questions or suggestions at any 
time.  

 

I also want to thank and acknowledge 
Andrea Adams for all the work she does 
as editor of Belonging People, bringing 
stories and information from across the 
Territory churches together each quar-
ter. We’re very pleased she is keen to 
continue this work! We also look for-
ward to sharing some of your stories 
across the broader movement as well, to 
bring encouragement and build new 
relationships.  

My prayer as we embark on this new 
season together is that the gospel will be 
demonstrated in all we do, and that as 
we share in ministry and mission togeth-
er, we will see the work of God’s Spirit 
overflow from our churches into our 
communities and across our nation, so 
that the Kingdom will grow and many 
will encounter King Jesus. 

 

Rev. Dr. Melinda Cousins 
Director of Ministries 
Baptist Churches of SA & NT 
 

WELCOME TO 
ALL  

NT BAPTIST 
CHURCHES  

FROM  
OUR DIRECTOR 

OF  
MINISTRIES 

 

The Team at BCSANT) in Adelaide  

Ready to offer support! 
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New Growth at Katherine Baptist Church 

 

W elcome to a New Year- 2024! 

The wet season is here, and it is 

great to see all the iridescent shades of 

green as new growth comes forth from 

the dry land. This is somewhat reflected 

in what God is doing here at Katherine 

Baptist Church as God brings younger 

couples and families with children to 

worship with us. It is good to encourage 

the next generation in their walk, as  

together we seek to do God’s will.  

 

Our Sunday sermons have been focusing 

on the Book of 1 Timothy.  

1 Timothy 1:5 “The aim of our charge is 

love that issues from a pure heart and a 

good conscience and a sincere 

faith.” (ESV) 

This Book presents God’s instructions for 

Church leadership and organisation and 

we have certainly been challenged by 

this. Our Wednesday night Bible Study 

continues to be a time where the  

sermon’s passages are looked at in 

greater depth. God’s roles in the Church 

have led to much discussion as we seek 

to let God’s Word have complete  

authority in our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December 2023, we welcomed Dean 

Hersey into formal membership of  

Katherine Baptist Church. It was such an 

encouragement to see Dean witness to 

his family and friends of his faith in the 

Lord Jesus when he was baptised.  

 

A Sunday evening Worship Gathering 

has commenced ‘under the tree’ at  

Corroboree Hostel. We gather together 

and sing praises and then everyone 

opens God’s Word together. His Word is 

an encouragement to each one of us. 

Brothers and sisters from different  

communities join with us, some only in 

Katherine for a short time, some have 

lived in the hostel for years. It is good to 

listen to their stories as they share the 

challenges that they face. Many, have 

major health concerns and day to day 

life is often a struggle. 
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 A visiting AIM indigenous pastor  

recently fellowshipped with us from a 

remote community. He was such an  

encouragement to us all, as he has  

continued to faithfully share God’s  

message and it was a privilege for us to 

worship with him ‘under the tree’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As 

we  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we move forward into 2024, we pray 

that Katherine Baptist Church will be 

committed to doing everything God’s 

way. 

 

Kevin and Christina Young 

 

      

                               

 

Worship ‘Under the Tree’ at Corroboree Hostel 
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Christmas at Casuarina  

 

The Community Christmas Lunch  

held at Casuarina Baptist Church Hall on 

December 25, 2023, Led by Pastor Chris 

Good was a resounding success,  

bringing together members of our  

community to celebrate the joyous  

occasion of Christmas. 

 

Over 80 members of the community, 

including families, individuals, and  

volunteers, attended the Christmas 

lunch. The turnout exceeded our  

expectations and demonstrated the 

strong sense of community spirit within 

our neighbourhood. The Christmas 

lunch served as a platform for fostering 

a sense of unity and camaraderie within 

the community. It provided an  

opportunity for neighbours to come 

together, share laughter and stories, 

and forge new connections. 

 

 

The event would not have been possible 

without the support and participation of 

everyone involved, reflecting the true 

essence of Christmas – love, generosity, 

and goodwill towards all 

A special mention and heartfelt  

gratitude were extended to all the  

volunteers who generously dedicated 

their time and effort to organize and run 

the event. Their hard work and  

commitment were instrumental in  

making the Christmas lunch a  

memorable experience for everyone.  

 

Their dedication and spirit of generosity 

have made a meaningful difference in 

the lives of our community members. 

We look forward to continuing this  

cherished tradition in the years to come. 
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.  

 Kids Biz Christmas Service  

held on 10th December at Casuarina  

Baptist Church was a delightful and  

uplifting experience, showcasing the 

talents and contributions of our children 

within the church community.  

Approximately 150 people including  

children attended the Sunday morning 

service, demonstrating strong support 

for the involvement of children in the 

church's activities. 

The service commenced with a warm 

welcome from the Kids Biz team,  

followed by an opening prayer led by 

one of the children, setting the tone for 

the worship experience. Children from 

the Kids Biz program showcased their 

musical talents through performances of 

uplifting songs bringing joy and  

inspiration to the congregation.  

 

Several children took turns reading  

passages from the Bible, accompanied 

by brief reflections on the significance of 

the verses and how they relate to every-

day life. Their insights demonstrated a 

deep understanding of Scripture and its 

relevance to their lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Kids Biz Sunday Morning Service was 

a meaningful and enriching worship  

experience that celebrated the  

Christmas Story. The creativity, and  

contributions of children within our 

church community served as a reminder 

of the importance of nurturing and  

empowering the next generation of  

believers, instilling in them a lifelong 

love for God and His Word.   

 

We extend our sincere appreciation to 

the children who participated in the  

service, as well as to the Kids Biz team 

and volunteers who worked tirelessly to 

organize and facilitate the event. Their 

dedication and enthusiasm are a  

testament to the vibrant spirit of our 

church community. 

 

Solomon Perumal  

Cultural/Pastoral Care Pastor 
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I n mid-November, Ox Roberts and Ste-
ven Miles from Nungalinya College 

(and Darwin Baps) headed out to  
Kalkarindji and Lajamanu for a few days 
to connect with church leaders with the 
aim of enrolling potential students for 
classes at Nungalinya College in 2024. 
Ox and Steve both work at Nungalinya 
College in the Partnerships and Media/
Communication area. 

 
Ox (Jungarrayi) is the nephew of Norm 
and Karen Roberts (Japaljarri and  
Nakamarra), who spent 11 years living in 
Yuendumu, Ali Curung and Willowra, 
supporting the Warlpiri churches from 
2004 to 2014.  Steve is also the Youth 
Worker at Darwin Baptist, and has been 
building connections with the  
Andersons through visits with family and 
youth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Over the few days, they had opportuni-
ties to connect with leaders in both the 
communities, and participate in Sunday 
church at Lajamanu and fellowship night 
at Kalkarindji. They explained to those 
present about what Nungalinya College 
is, what they do, and why they do it. As 
well as explaining about the different 
courses that are offered. 
Having attended Nungalinya in 2023, 
Kalkarindji church leader George  
Edwards was also able share from his 
perspective why people should go to 
Nungalinya. 
There have been 15 new students from 
both communities sign up to attend 
Nungalinya next year. 
Special thanks to Mat and Shannon  
Anderson for hosting Ox and Steve so 
well, and looking after all their needs. 
  
 Ox Roberts 
Nungalinya College 

Ox and Steve on Country 
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W hen Kennedy was very young, 

the reality of poverty was  

obvious, ‘it was clear things were not ok. 

It was not ok to have one meal a day, it 

was not ok to go to school with bare 

feet, and not to have soap’ he said.  

Kennedy was raised by a single mother 

as one of eight children in difficult  

conditions. ‘It makes you wonder, am I 

going to be in this situation all my life?’ 

 

Over five decades of Child Sponsorship 

programming, we’ve heard many stories 

that begin like Kennedy’s. As Baptist 

World Aid celebrates the milestone of 

50 years of Sponsorship this year, we 

reflect with gratitude on the many  

stories that also progress like Kennedy’s 

did. 

 

When they were most desperate,  

Kennedy was invited to be part of Baptist 

World Aid’s Child Sponsorship program 

in Uganda which, at that time, was  

helping families pay school fees and 

afford basic needs. And Kennedy also 

enjoyed being part of a Child Club.  

 

 

 

Equipped for learning, Kennedy went on 

to complete secondary school, a  

bachelor’s degree, a postgraduate and 

master’s degree, and now he’s working 

on a Doctorate of Ministry.  

Today, he earns a living that helps  

support his mother and siblings.  

Kennedy credits Child Sponsorship with 

equipping him for success. He now  

volunteers on our Ugandan Partner’s 

board, ‘It’s been an honour because 

when you benefit from a program you 

ask how can I pay back?’ Kennedy said. 

‘God has blessed me, I need to bless. 

What is true of Kennedy’s story is true of 

thousands of children across the  

countries where we work today. To find 

out more, or to become a Child Sponsor, 

visit www.baptistworldaid.org.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Story  by  

Amelia Ceroni 

http://www.baptistworldaid.org.au


20 

 

 

W e are so grateful that we have 
been in Australia for most of the 

second half of 2023, meeting with 
many of you. We left Australia with full 
hearts from packing in as many times 
together with family, friends and  
supporters as we could. 
 
We are now privileged to be back in  
Siem Reap, as we are prayerfully  
transitioning and discerning each  
opportunity before us. Thanks for  
prayers for health; the gift of good 
health can never be underestimated. 
 
Recently we had our drinking water  
tested as we both had been unwell over 
a prolonged period. It was confirmed 
our water was contaminated; so, we had 
our water supply quickly rectified and it 
is a relief to know what was causing our 
disturbed stomachs! 
 
One of our Khmer friends recently had a 
miscarriage midway through her  
pregnancy. She is a follower of Jesus, but 
her family are not. Join us in prayer that 
this family may encounter God’s living 
Word with eternal hope. 

 
Thankfulness: 
For the privilege of sharing everyday life 
together with our Khmer friends. 
For Father's wisdom in the many  
decisions. 
For being able to recently meet most of 
you in Australia personally. 
For the many warm embracing "hello's" 
in re-establishing connections here. 
Uphold in prayer Rours and Reaksmey, 
a Khmer couple who are preparing to 
leave family in Queensland to join our 
team in July 2024.  
 
Requests: 
For good health for us both.  
For transitioning into living our lives 
here as our Father leads. 
For wholeness, completeness and well-
being among our village community. 
For setting up at village level a  
conversational English club. 
 

Rob and Deb Griffith 

Email Deb: myrtle777.dg@gmail.com 

Email Rob: robgriffith66@gmail.com  

Rob and Deb 

Griffiths 

‘Thankful’ 

mailto:myrtle777.dg@gmail.com
mailto:robgriffith66@gmail.com


21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

T here were quite a few changes at 
Insurance renewal last Septem-

ber. These are two of the more im-
portant ones. 
 
As we now “Self Insure” for all  
property damage, there is a more 
direct link between making claims 
and the cost of renewal. If we all do 
everything we can to avoid claims 
happening, we can limit the cost of 
protecting our churches. If you see 
something that needs fixing, tell your 
Church leadership about it. It is 
cheaper to fix a small problem than 
waiting until it becomes a big  
problem. 
 
Our insurance for when people get 
hurt has also changed. What does 
that mean? In the old system, if we 
heard from you today about a claim 
over an incident that occurred two 
years ago, we could lodge the claim 
against the insurer who held the  
policy two years ago. In the new  
system, we can’t do that any more.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The insurer will only honour a claim 
that they are told about in the year 
while the policy is current. It is really 
important that we are told about it as 
soon as anyone knows that there 
might be claim in the future.  
A notification will not necessarily turn 
into a claim. That’s OK. I would rather 
register 100 notifications that go  
nowhere, than have to tell one 
church we can’t help because the 
insurer was not notified in time. 
 
Please, if anything happens that 
might turn into a claim, make sure 
your Church leadership know about it 
so they can fill out an Incident Report 
as a permanent record and TELL US 
about it RIGHT AWAY. 
 
Glen Thornley 
 
BIS State Insurance Manager SA & NT 
0412 055 832 
glen.thornley@baptistinsurance.com.au 



22 

 

 

T hroughout the history of Missions  
Interlink in the NT, Darwin Baptist 

has been a key encourager of this net-
work, by hosting Missions Interlink  
gatherings and the beginning of our  
Aboriginal focused training with the 
‘Language Awareness Day’ in 2016 and 
2017. Casuarina Baptist also hosted a MI 
mission expo in the early years.  
 
Transition Training for Remote  
Indigenous Ministries (T-TRIM) first unit 
called ‘Living with Aboriginal Australi-
ans’ was recently run twice in January. 
(See photo). 
 The next part of the course, is in the 
first week of October. Search online  
'T-TRIM Missions Interlink' with  
registration coming soon.  
 
It was great to offer the ‘Missions Trips 
Training’ course to Darwin Baptist youth 
leaders going on a mission trip to  
community last year. Also last year, an 
Alice Springs Baptist participant flew up 
for the 'Living in Two Worlds'  unit and 
we also also enjoyed having Beth and 
Danny Hunt, serving with BMA,  travel 
up to join us for the whole course.  
 
For those at Alice Springs Baptist you 
can contact Ming Fang Strickland as she 
is our Central Australia representative 
for Missions Interlink.  
 
 

 
We are also excited to welcome Brad 
Chesson with ‘Prepare the Way’  
ministries who attends Cross Roads  
Baptist Church. We are excited for 
Brad’s role, as there is no mission  
sending agency based in the NT, so he is 
representing a variety of missions. He is 
available to help mentor people  
interested in serving in missions. You 
can contact him on  
bradpreparethway@gmail.com  
or 0437590925 
 
Mission Gatherings you are invited to:  
- Top End Global (23rd March) - run by 
CMS.  
Katherine Christian Convention 2024 
(May 3-5) Includes a MI prayer and  
fellowship gathering.   
- MI’s Transition Training for Remote 
Indigenous Ministries in the first week 
of October. 
For those in Darwin involved in  
Indigenous ministry - we run a Friday 
evening gathering each month starting 
with dinner.  
 
Rachel Borneman 

  
Contact Rachel 
on nt@missionsinteriink.org.au  
for more details.  
 
 

 
 

Missions Interlink Training 

mailto:bradpreparetheway@gmail.com
mailto:nt@missionsinteriink.org.au
mailto:bradpreparetheway@gmail.com
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Graduation of ‘Transition Training Remote Indigenous Ministries (T-TRIM)’ 
course January 2024 with training held at Nungalinya College. Participants 
and facilitators  from  Elcho Island, Nhulunbuy, Cairns and Darwin.  

Middle East Crisis Appeal Update  

Around 1.9 million people in Gaza—80 per cent of the popula-
tion—have been displaced since the war started three months ago, 
when Hamas launched a terrorist attack on innocent civilians in 
Israel.. . Heavy bombardment of Gaza by Israeli forces in response, has already led 
to the deaths of more than 28,000 people. 
Please join us in lament and in praying for  protection and relief for families in 
the Middle East. If you'd like to help our Partners provide essential medical  
supplies, you can do so through Baptist World Aid. Call 1300 789 991 
 
In partnership with a highly trusted, Christian Partner who has spent decades  
serving in this region, we are responding where the need is greatest within Gaza 
and the West Bank. We’re also supporting the work of our Christian Partners in the 
wider region caring for displaced people in search of safety. 

mailto:bradpreparetheway@gmail.com
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The Ladies at Kalkarindji meet for Bible Study on Wednesdays and have 

been reading and talking about  the book of Philippians. 

Kalkarindji Ladies Bible Study Group 


