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  July 2020 

Newsletter of the Baptist Family of Churches in the Northern Territory 

Newly baptised believers at Yuendumu Baptist Church  
with Leaders and family members 
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Date: Friday 18th – Saturday 19th September 2020 

Venue: Cross Roads Christian Church  

Guest Speakers: Pastor Mark Wilson           

and Karen Wilson 

Mark Wilson is the Director of Ministries with  

Baptist Churches Western Australia  

Due to current restrictions on gatherings, more  

information will be sent to Churches  when they 

become available. 

 

Belonging People,  Newsletter of the  
Baptist Union of the NT 
Editor: Andrea Adams 

 
GPO Box 4460, Darwin, NT 0801 

Email: adams.andrea1@gmail.com 
Phone: 0437 480077 

 

LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

For this issue of Belonging People, Churches and individuals were  

invited to share their experiences of Life in Lockdown. 

May you find their stories an encouragement and an inspiration. 

                                                                                                The Editor 
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I n about 1969-70 Joni Mitchell re-
leased her song “Big Yellow Taxi” 

with the memorable lyric,  

Don’t it always seem to go  
That you don’t know what  
you’ve got   ‘ Til it’s gone. 
 
Over the last few months, we have 
had many restrictions in our lives 
because of Covid-19.  There have 
been limitations on visits with family 
and friends; those who enjoy going 
out for a meal haven’t been able to 
do so; sports fans have been going 
through withdrawal because they 
can’t play or even go to watch a 
game.  Even shaking hands or hug-
ging has been restricted.  So many 
restrictions and limitations … and 
those are just a few of them.   

Perhaps one of the most counter-
cultural messages of this season has 
been, “I love you, so stay away from  
Me.” That doesn't sound like a  
Christian message – but these have 
been different days. 

 
Very high on our lists of things we 
have missed is meeting with our 
church family.  I know some of us 
have had on-line services and zoom 
home groups and we are so grateful 
for the technology that has allowed 
us to meet in this way.  However, it 
isn’t the same is it? 
 
This is a good time to consider and 
appreciate the value of being able to 
meet.  It is a clear instruction from 
the Bible.  Hebrews 10:25 says “Let 
us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but 
let us encourage one another …”.  As 
we look back over history, we will 
see that meeting has been of such 
high value to Christians that they 
have found ways to meet even when 
it has been very dangerous to do so.   
 
We know that early Christians met in 
the catacombs and used the symbol 
of a fish to secretly point the way to 
their meeting places.  Today, in 
some countries, Christians meet in 
secret even when it is against the 
law, because to them, it is so im-
portant.   
 
Continued on page  4 

President’s Message  

           Mal Sercombe  
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Presidents Message  continued: 

 

Acts 2:42 keeps motivating Christians 
to meet…  

They devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, and 
to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 

We have had a small taste of what it 
feels like to be prevented from 
meeting.  I pray we will make sure 
we keep a high value on our freedom 
to meet, make the most of the op-
portunities we have and keep en-
couraging each other.   

 

 

 

It is also a good opportunity to think 
about the creative ways we have 
been able to stay in touch.  As we 
do, remember people who can’t al-
ways come to meetings and brothers 
and sisters who are spread out all 
over the Territory.  Let’s make sure 
we remain socially and spiritually 
connected, even though we may be 
physically distant. 

 

Mal Sercombe 

               A  PRAYER FOR THESE TIMES 

  Lord in times that are unruly and uncertain, 
  We pray that we would be Your light and share Your love. 
  For the unwell we pray for health, 
  For the lonely we pray You draw near, 
  For the fearful we pray Your strength, 
  For the anxious we pray rest in Your promises. 
  Help us to remember that in all things, 
  You are good and You are God. 
  Help us to share what we have and love with the love You have   
  shown to us. 
  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 
  Baptist World Aid 
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T here is such a lot of change in 
the nation and globally at  

present resulting in adjustments in 
families, workplaces schooling and 
many other areas. Worry, fear,  
pressure, isolation depression all 
have been a part of reality for so 
many. Our prayer has been for all to 
find a peace in God that sustains, 
gives hope and life. In this time of 
transition and isolation  for us we 
have constantly been reminded that 
God has a plan. He does love us. He 
knows us by name.  
 
What have we been up to?  
Up until recently we have been look-
ing after our daughters boys in  
Beaconsfield (Victoria) three days a 
week then spending weekends down 
at San Remo near Phillip Island. 

Its refreshing to be near the beach 
enjoying walks and  up until the lock-
down - cappuccinos at the beach. 
Our time with Global Interaction 
comes to an end on 1st July. What is 
ahead? We still wait for God's  
direction. 
Our time in the Northern Territory 
has changed us both in so many 
ways. Our love and appreciation to 
those especially in Lajamanu and 
Kalkaringi who came alongside and 
helped us to adjust to life on  
community. 
Our thanks to all of you who have 
supported and encouraged us over 
the years. May God Bless you and 
keep you safe each day. 
 
Photo above:  Lajamanu friends pray for 
Bill and Pauline at their farewell. 

Farewell from Bill and Pauline Morrison  
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W e're sure you've all  
noticed that we are  

living in a world we hardly  
recognise these days! The  
main changes for us have been  
Home Education and Travel. 
 
Like many of you we’ve been 
schooling from home recently. 
We have decided that we will 
keep that going even when the 
threat of the pandemic settles 
down. This way we will be able 
to continue to give our kids 
more academic input and  
continue some of the 
great relationship growing we've 
seen happening in our family while 
in isolation. We really value the 
local school and the friendships our 
kids have there, so we still plan to 
send Beth and Peter to school once 
or twice per week. 
 
Also like many of you our travel 
plans have been quite disrupted 
due to the virus. We normally shop 
every 6 weeks in Alice Springs. But, 
we are not allowed to do this in 
order to protect Yuendumu.  
 
 

 
 
While the community stores are 
quite expensive we are fortunate 
that they have maintained a good 
supply and we can get all the  
groceries that we need here.  
 
 
Footnote:  With the easing of  
restrictions in June, The Anderson 
family have been able to enjoy a 
trip to Alice Springs to connect with  
family and friends.  
 
 
 

Life in a COVID-19 World ... 
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Easter on the Radio at Yuendumu  
 
The Coronavirus restrictions meant that Yuendumu  
was unable to host the annual Easter convention  
this year. Church and community members had  
been very excited about the Easter gatherings so it  
was hard news for many when it couldn’t go ahead. 
 As an alternative, Mat organised for people to  
record Easter messages, readings and songs.  
PAW radio (local radio station) played these  
recordings over the Easter weekend for people to  
enjoy from home.   

 
…...with the Anderson Family  

in Yuendumu  
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Y uendumu recently celebrated the 
baptisms of Isaac Jupurrula 

White and Ashley Jangala Robertson 
on the 17th of May. It was exciting 
for some of the leaders Eddie Robert-
son and Clancy Watson along with 
Mat to be involved in meeting regu-
larly with the men leading up to the 
baptism, hearing how God has been 
speaking to them both, and looking 
together at what God says in the Bi-
ble about being in his family and fol-
lowing Jesus.  
 
 

 
It was a wonderful occasion with 
many people from the church and 
community involved on the day to 
make the special event happen. On 
the same day a number of families 
decided to dedicate their children.  
 
Please pray for those who were  
baptised, and for those who were 
dedicated as well as their families.  
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Pray that God would continue to 
grow each one closer to Jesus each 
day through the ups and downs of 
life and discipleship, and pray to for 
the church as it seeks to help them 
grow strong in following Jesus.                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
It was exciting to do something a bit 
out of the ordinary and meet out 
bush for this service  
at  Yulaway near Mission Creek. 
 

Mat  and Shannon Anderson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bush Service at Yulaway 

Isaac  Jupurrula White and Ashley Jangala Robertson  

after their baptisms, pictured with  close family members. 
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 Experiments of Church Online 

With Alice Springs Baptist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T he last four months have been a 
time of wild adaptation, ad-

justing to three (so far!) iterations of 
church, each with their own com-
plexities and learning curves. Every 
six weeks it felt like you got into a 
groove, only to have the rug of famil-
iarity pulled out from under you 
again! But in spite of all these chang-
es I’ve been so impressed by the way 
our church has responded to the dis-
appointments, the waiting, but also 
the opportunities to serve and sup-
port others in Jesus’ name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

There was understandable disap-
pointment with the cancellation of 
our yearly Easter Camp, but thankful-
ly we were able to take EPIC Youth 
online immediately following the 
gathering restrictions. each Friday 
night. I was incredibly impressed by 
the youth team and families for their 
willingness to adapt and learn at 
such short notice. With ongoing rela-
tionship being such a high value for 
us, it was wonderful to see approxi-
mately two-thirds of our regular 
youth choose to engage in some way 
over this online period,  
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and in addition to this, we were able 
to reconnect with youth who had 
been previously part of the commu-
nity but had since travelled abroad. 

 

CHURCH  ONLINE 
Likewise, after a quick lesson on 
Twitch we were able to take our 
evening service online via live 
stream. It was very much an experi-
ment in not trying to imitate church 
in a building but create a more per-
sonal and accessible face-to-face 
broadcast.  We quickly discovered 
that those joining the live stream 
were not just locals, but people from 
across Australia and internationally 
which is a wonderful testament to 
the reach of the online model. Our 
auditorium has now been set up to 
live stream our complete services.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIDS AND PARENTS  

While we love our Sunday Kids 
Church program, partnering with par-
ents and equipping them as the pri-
mary discipler of their kids has al-
ways been a key value for us as a 
church. This was the heart behind 
the Parents Portal on our website, so 
when gatherings were restricted, we 
kicked this into a new gear with 
“Church as Family” weekly updates. 
We knew that if parents could  
engage with their kids without a  
program, this would both strengthen 
their faith and the faith of their kids!  
 
Continued on Page 13 
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I t was with great sadness that we 

were forced to shut our church 

doors on March 22nd and move to 

online services. Yet what could 

have been a negative experience 

came with some tremendous bless-

ings. One such blessing was the 

Zoom at Noon catch-ups. Each Sun-

day lunchtime, Pastors Mal and 

Chris hosted an open Zoom ses-

sion, which church attendees were 

invited to join.  

 

 

These times became great  

occasions of catching up with the  

happenings in each other’s lives, 

the sharing of praise and prayer 

points, and the praying for one  

another and our world. Many of 

our connect groups shifted to 

online Zoom meetings too during 

this time. We are thankful for the 

technology that enabled this and 

our services to continue as well. 

. 

Zoom at Noon  

with Casuarina Baptist  
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We are now back meeting together 

and are so thankful to God. For as 

great as technology is for maintain-

ing connectiveness, there is nothing 

like actually worshipping and being 

together, even if it is from 1.5  

metres! 

 

The last few months have highlight-

ed that the church is not a building, 

the church is people. People from 

every tribe, tongue and nation,  

coming together to praise and serve 

our wonderful God.  

 

Church is about people, God’s peo-

ple, people of hope, broken people, 

who acknowledge their dependence 

on the God who is above all gods, 

Jesus our Saviour. We are a people 

of joy and praise, even in the midst 

of struggles and uncertainties 

                    Pastor Chris Good 

Continued from Page 11 
Alice Springs Baptist 
 

Accessible COVID support and  
assistance forms for practical needs, 
The Studio for creative expression, a  
series of COVID messages in  
indigenous languages, weekly 
YouTube church service playlists, 
Zoom home groups, weddings with 
limited numbers…there have been 
many experiments and many lessons 
along the way! But most of all, this 
season has highlighted for me that 
as a church we are far more than  
services or programs, but truly a  
 

 
 
 
living body who finds their direction, 
courage and peace in Jesus, not an 
institution.  
 
As things slowly return to a form of 
‘normal’ I hope we can meditate on 
this and not lose the perhaps unex-
pected “access” we have created in 
our isolation to those who don’t yet 
know Jesus. 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Gavin Brown 
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T he  Lajamanu Church was  
encouraged to keep meeting 

during the lockdown time while the 
community was closed off to outside 
visitors.  
During this time, the community   
experienced a time of great blessing 
where the people saw Wapirra 
change hearts and lives.  
 
In a joyful message, Church Leader,  
Lynette Tasman tells  of  nightly 
Singalongs and Prayer times in the 
lead up to Easter. Unable to travel 
and meet up with other communities 
for the annual Easter gathering  they 
shared God’s Word  together.  On 
Easter Sunday about 25 people gave 
their lives to the Lord while over the 
Easter weekend there were a  
number of Baptisms in the river and 
also several families brought their 
young ones  for Dedication. 
 
PRAYER CHANGES THINGS 
Lynette describes some wonderful 
healings that have taken place earlier 
this year amongst the community 
when the Church folk prayed.  
 
 

 
 
A lady was sent home from Darwin 
Hospital because 'nothing more 
could be done for her'. She was very 
ill and preparing to die.  Church Lead-
ers visited her at home, prayed for 
her and laid hands on her. This lady 
has now recovered and walking 
around the community.  
Another time, a little girl, 8 years of 
age, was bitten by a snake and was 
very ill as a result of the poison in her 
body. She was airlifted to Darwin for 
treatment. The Church prayed  
earnestly for her healing and Wapirra 
has restored this child to the  
community, well again.  Praise God! 
 
 
YOUTH GROUP  
More recently, a new Youth Group 
has been started by three of the 
younger women,  
Delbeon, Donnelly and Loretta. 
On Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 
A mob of keen children come along 
to enjoy games, fun and to learn 
about  Wapirra’s way. 
 

LAJAMANU CHURCH 

Faithful in Prayer and Witness 
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                                   PLEASE PRAY 

 

• Pray for all those who have turned to follow Jesus, and 
those baptised in recent months. Pray that they will be 
discipled and encouraged by fellow Christians and the  

• Holy Spirit will keep them on track for Jesus. 
 
• Pray for Church Leaders as they make decisions,  
          encourage, teach and disciple the church. 
 
• Pray for Steve Patrick who has flown to  Adelaide for  
          medical treatment for a heart condition. 
 
• Pray for the Youth Group, the leaders and the 

children attending, that they will all grow in 
the Lord.  

 

Three faithful Lajamanu Church Leaders, 
L-R, Narlita Patrick, Lynette Tasman, Robyn Paton 



16 

 

I t is with sadness we acknowledge 
the death of Arthur Payne on 24 

May 2020.  Over the years Arthur 
and his wife, Jane, have contributed 
substantially to the Baptist Family of 
Churches in the NT. 

In the 1990s and early 2000s, Arthur 
and Jane made regular visits to the 
NT.   Arthur was pastor at Karratha 
in WA at the time and, in addition to 
his normal pastoral responsibilities, 
he supported other remote pastors 
in WA and the NT.  He was a 'Pastor 
to the pastors'.  Arthur and Jane 
were an integral part of at least two 
of the Remote Areas Conferences, 
held in Batchelor, for Baptist Minis-
ters, Missionaries, church leaders 
and their families serving in the  
outback.   At one of these, Arthur 
was guest speaker. 
 
I remember Arthur preaching at  
Darwin Baptist Church not very long 
after Ellen and I arrived in Darwin, 
just over twenty-eight years ago.  
I wasn’t the pastor, but I recall hav-
ing a conversation with Paul King, 
the pastor at the time, and hearing  

 
 
what an encouragement Arthur had 
been. I remember his almost contin-
uous smile.  It wasn’t false, he was 
always welcoming and friendly. 
 
Shortly after I became pastor at 
DBC, the Annual Assembly of BUNT 
was held at Alice Springs.  Arthur 
was the guest speaker and I got to 
know him a little better.  On the way 
to Alice Springs he had stopped and 
picked up quite a lot of small stones 
along the way.  He used the stones 
in his talks and concluded with the 
story of the woman caught in  
adultery.   
 
When challenged by Jesus, her  
accusers all dropped the stones they 
were intending to throw at her.   
Arthur’s challenge to us was, “What 
stones do we need to let go of?”  
And he invited us to come 
thoughtfully and prayerfully to take 
one of the stones he’d brought and 
symbolically drop it into a bucket of 
water.  For many of us, it was quite 
a powerful moment. 

Arthur Payne   

16/11/39 - 24/5/20  

A Tribute 
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During the latter part of 2011 Arthur 
and Jane undertook a ten-week in-
terim role at Casuarina Baptist 
Church, working with the leaders 
and members towards the call of a 
new pastor.  I know it was a helpful 
and encouraging time for Casuarina 
and for me, it was another oppor-
tunity to reconnect with Arthur and 
Jane. 

Just a couple of weeks before he 
died, I accidentally phoned Arthur.  It 
was a brief but serendipitous phone 
call  and we chatted briefly.  He 
asked if I was still at DBC and, in his 
typical style, he took the opportunity 
to offer words of encouragement.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with churches in other parts 
of Australia, the Baptist Churches of 
the NT have been blessed by the 
faithful ministry of Arthur and Jane 
Payne.  Arthur has now passed from 
death to life and though we mourn, 
we also celebrate that he is now in 
his true home, in the presence of his 
Lord and Saviour to whom his life 
was devoted.  Our condolences go 
to Jane and the rest of his family for 
whom we pray the palpable pres-
ence and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

Mal Sercombe 
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ALI CURUNG CHURCH  
ALIVE AND ACTIVE 

 

 

A s restrictions have eased the 

Church at Ali Curung has been 

very active. 

Arana and her husband Jerry are 

Church Leaders and have given a 

great description of the Church 

Week with something happening 

every day.  

A Working Bee Roster has been 

drawn up to involve as many as pos-

sible in looking after the church 

building. 

Bible Studies 

Both Men’s and Women’s Bible Stud-

ies meet early in the week. Encour-

aged by Debbie, a local Christian 

friend, the women gather and read 

the Bible to each other, talk about it 

and plan ahead for the next week, 

On Wednesday evening there is a 

church service in the church with 

worship and praise and sometimes a 

singalong. 

 

 

A Women’s Prayer Meeting is 

held in the late afternoon on Thurs-

day when prayers are made for 

women around Australia, for those 

who are sick or caught up in fighting. 

People in the community often come 

asking for prayer for family problems 

and it is always a privilege to pray for 

them.  

 The Op Shop, held inside the 

church, is open every Friday after-

noon and the church women are 

there to  run it. Not only locals, but 

people from other communities visit 

the Op shop.  

 

The Community Feed  every  

Saturday night is always a popular 

event with the ladies bringing dishes 

they have cooked at home. This is 

followed by a fun evening of Action 

Dances by the children and some-

times the adults too.  
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On Sunday morning the main Church Service is held and in the  
evening a shorter service with a Sharing Time and a Singalong.  
Praise God for the Christians at Ali Curung, for their faithfulness dur-

ing lockdown time and for their energy and eagerness to make the 

Church part of everyday community life with Jesus at the centre.  

Children and adults join in Action Songs after the  

Saturday evening Community Feed 
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Darwin Baptist Church  

Meeting the Challenges  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L ike so many organisations around 
the country, Darwin Baptist 

Church  moved its regular Sunday 
services online as part of the  
government’s COVID-19 precautions.  
 
The experience has resulted in an 
almost-seamless service for our  
congregation. Week after week we 
have been able to worship, pray and 
listen together, while still apart.  
 
In fact Zoom has allowed most of our 
ministries to continue to function 
during this shutdown period  
including Mainly Music, Pearl Aged 
Care Services, Youth Group, Kids 
Church and many of our Connect 
Groups.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Though we are restricted on how we 
as a Church can worship together, 
let's never stop loving God and  
worshipping Him. Paul praised God in 
a jail cell and continued to serve Him 
with what he had, resulting in letters 
we read and live by today.  
 
Darwin Baptist Church understands 
how much of a community we are as 
a Church and how we as God's  
children long to be together and  
connect, so each Sunday we worship 
and lead through the technology God 
has blessed us with.”   
Darwin Baptist Church  
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While live-streaming seems like a 
simple and easy process, our IT  
volunteers have worked tremen-
dously hard to shift our church 
online.  
 
They have spent many hours  
researching compatible hardware 
and peripheral devices; audio and 
mixing equipment; content delivery 
networks and subscriptions to  
appropriate platforms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
They have also reconfigured the 
church hall into a production studio, 
using their weekends to trouble-
shoot and overcome the technical 
obstacles that often present when 
new technology is introduced into an 
existing system.  
 
Thank you Iain and Neal. We appre-
ciate the amazing job you have done 
over this period and the time you 
have given to ensure the greater 
Darwin region and beyond continues 
to have the opportunity to see, hear 
and respond to the good news of 
Jesus.  
 
Kate Woods 
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Vivian Grice is the new Global Inter-
action Team Leader for our Outback 
Australia Team.   

Based in NSW, he will offer leader-
ship, pastoral care and strategic 
planning to the team through visits 
and video conferences.  

 

H i, my name is Vivian Grice, and, 
although Vivian is often noted 

as a female name I am male! Rhonda 
and I have been married since 1978, 
blessed with three children and five 
grandchildren, with one more on the 
way..  We live in NSW, and our home 
church is Menai Baptist.   

 

.  Although most of my life as a minis-
ter has seen me engaged with urban 
and western-based ministry settings, 
from early on in my Christian experi-
ence there has been a conviction 
about our responsibility to take the 
gospel beyond our own cultural 
boundaries.  I sought to ensure this 
emphasis was part of the local 
churches I led.  I also took the oppor-
tunity to engage in cross cultural ex-
posure opportunities, in Africa and 
Indonesia.  

My work with Global Interaction will 
be to support the Outback Australia 
team, centered on connecting with 
the Gurindji and Walpiri people.   
 
The team at this stage consists of the 
Anderson family, Mat and Shannon, 
and their four children.  They live in 
Yuendumu, northwest of Alice 
Springs.  With travel restrictions due 
to COVID-19 they have been, until 
recently, largely confined to that 
township, and I have been unable to 
visit them or the other remote com-
munities in the Territory.   
 
.  Continued  next page 

 

    Introducing  

    Vivian  Grice 
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D ue to conflict and violence in 
the Middle East, Syrian refugee 

families are already under great 
stress. But your generous gift will 
help to provide five health clinics 
with extra medical equipment and 
staff, as well as protective equipment 
for frontline workers… so they can 
continue to protect vulnerable refu-
gee families from coronavirus 
throughout this crisis. Thank you! 

Your most important gift also means 
our existing Christian partners can 
receive small grants to help with the 
following: 

Materials to tell children, women, 
and men living in poverty about the 
great importance of thoroughly 
washing their hands… to keep them 
safe from coronavirus. 

Water and water sources for com-
munities who currently have none… 
so they can their hands stay clean 
from germs. 

And protective equipment so that 
frontline workers can keep safe from 
coronavirus and caring for those who 
are sick. 

To Donate: Phone 1300 789 991 

 

Vivian Grice continued 

However, we are connecting weekly 
via Zoom or phone.  A great need for 
the communities is leadership devel-
opment.  As a team we are praying 
for more workers to be called into 
this work with Global Interaction.   

 

 

The needs of Australia’s indigenous 
people are great; what we can learn 
from them is important; and the gos-
pel of Jesus is the transforming pow-
er that we all need.  It’s a privilege to 
be a part of the Outback team 

COVID-19 EMERGENCY 

GLOBAL APPEAL  

Our world is facing unprecedented times… and in the 
face of these challenges, Baptist World Aid is acting 

urgently, and on a larger scale than ever before. 
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L ike  everyone else it has been an 
interesting time for us during the 

restricted period due to "The  
Virus".  It has been a blessing in 
some ways as people commented on 
the paring back of busy to something 
more manageable which has led 
them to connect with God in a new 
way.  We had to start recording ser-
vices which was also a good shove 
for us and we are now in a position 
to be able to keep that going as a 
regular thing. 
 
 

 
 
One other fun thing for me was the 
start of a podcast with Matt Kernick 
during which we discuss the week-
end’s message for 15 - 20 minutes.  If 
you are interested check this out by 
looking through the media section of 
our website.  www.ccfnt.org.au. 
 
Now we are back at church.  What a 

relief.  We have seen a good number 

of new people coming and a lot of 

the regulars returning and we are in 

the process of working out connec-

tion again 

CORNERSTONE COMES THROUGH 
COVID-19 

http://www.ccfnt.org.au/
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One ministry that has just started 
up is with the young adults.  They 
are meeting socially at this stage 
and we saw that the need was 
growing so have welcomed this.   
 
Youth is on again as well and they 
are having their first combined 
meeting with other youth groups 
around Darwin.  It is called Merge. 
 
Food for Life is being restructured 
and is a work in progress. We have 
been seeing consistent attenders 
but we are wanting to see this  
ministry area explode and connect 
people with food and people who 
love God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We have applied for and received a 
grant for capital works which is a 
major praise point so hopefully 
work on a few different projects 
will start soon.  It gives us the 
chance to finish off some of those 
incomplete jobs. 
 
If you are praying for us, pray that 
we see an increase in discipleship 
and growth in all the areas of the 
church and that we see the lives of 
those without Christ transformed. 
 
Pastor Neil Wright 
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CrossRoads Christian Church  
Caring 

 
 

I f the first half of the year is any-
thing to go by, the second half will 

make for an interesting journey!  
 
Obviously the whole virus issue and 
everything that came with it serious-
ly disrupted our ‘normal’ and 
launched many of us onto a steep 
learning curve as we all attempted to 
navigate ‘doing church’ on-line, the 
many and varied zoom meetings 
which suddenly sprang out of the 
blue, trying to get used to ‘staring 
down the barrel of a camera’ while 
preaching, being aware that, if so 
inclined, pretty much the whole 
world could see and listen to the  
latest message from our sphere of 
influence. 
 
In the midst of it all we had a real 
tragedy when a CrossRoads family 
lost their 21 month old precious little 
girl. Such a difficult, heart-wrenching 
time for us all but especially so for 
her family.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The love and concern shown by 
Church family was absolutely  
amazing – never before have I seen 
such an outpouring of love, help and 
support. For the prayers out there, 
please pray for the little girl’s family 
– it’s a hard road. 
 
One of the things people said they 
missed most was being able to wor-
ship together so, as soon as we 
could, CrossRoads began meeting 
together again, experiencing some 
amazing times of worship. Some-
times we take things too lightly and 
don’t know what we’ve got till it’s 
gone. Right now, there are so many 
freedoms which we’ve pretty much 
taken for granted being eroded 
through legislation, by mob rule and 
by activist bullying – we need to take 
a stand, stay strong and make our  
voices heard. Leave you with a Maori 
phrase of affirmation meaning  - 
 

Stay Strong:  
Kia Kaha!!  

 
Pastor Bruce 

Clow 
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Global Interaction and Covid-19 

 

C OVID-19 is etched in our vocab-
ulary.  Since March a ‘new nor-

mal’ has emerged.  Global Interac-
tion at home and abroad is not ex-
empt.  David Turnbull’s trip to Dar-
win has been postponed and May 
Missions Month required delivery 
changes.  Cross-cultural workers’ 
travel has been paused until 2021, 
affecting both the Griffiths and the 
Haydons. Global Interaction staff on 
home assignment, have also had to 
abandon their travel plans to NT.  
Global Interaction colleagues are 
actively responding in regions al-
ready under pressure through pov-
erty and religious discrimination.    
  
In Malawi and Mozambique, with so 
few ventilators, poor health facili-
ties, crowded living conditions and 
no stimulus packages, team mem-
bers are engaged in developing edu-
cation programs and linguistically 
appropriate materials to encourage 
vulnerable communities to stay safe.  
They have also developed Tippy Taps 
(see photo overleaf) to assist people 
washing their hands more, 
made facemasks, and filmed short 
educational videos.   
 

 
The Cambodian team are in lock-
down and home schooling their chil-
dren.  Businesses are affected by the 
significant loss of tourism.  The farm-
ers are preparing for planting 
but are not sure if they will succeed.  
Scarecrows and effigies are appear-
ing outside houses around Siem 
Reap, to protect family and houses, 
as they seek the power of spiritual 
intervention in their lives.  A longing 
for peace is stirring deeply below the 
surface.  
  
Let us continue to pray, know-
ing that workers remaining during 
testing times will gain credibil-
ity.  Pray for workers to discern com-
munity needs, and for the conversa-
tions around God’s hope and peace 
to occur despite social distanc-
ing.  May we be challenged to lift our 
eyes to see the world with God’s 
compassion and sense of justice. 
 
David Turnbull 

State Director NT and SA 
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Tippy Taps in Malawi  and Mozambique encourage hand washing 

 


